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Latent mean — deviation from EU-pooled mean (marker-variable scale)

Multi-group CFA, scalar invariance (loadings + intercepts equal across countries; latent means free). Filled dot = country posterior estimate;
whisker = 95 % CI; dashed line = EU-pooled grand mean (zero by construction after centring). Open dark ring = reference country anchored at alpha
= 0. Labels above the dot: centred mean with ** = 95 % CI excludes 0, * = 90 % CI excludes 0.

Country latent means on the higher-order predictor factors

Per-country LATENT MEANS on each higher-order predictor factor, from a multi-group CFA on S4 with scalar invariance (loadings + intercepts equal
across countries; latent means free in non-reference groups). Reference country (alpha = 0, SE = 0) is Belgium; all other countries' means are
estimated relative to that anchor and then re-centred on the unweighted cross-country grand mean for display so 0 = EU-pooled mean. Filled dot
= posterior estimate; whisker = 95 % CI; label above the dot is the centred mean with ** = 95 % CI excludes 0 (country credibly differs from
EU mean), * = 90 % CI excludes 0. 45 of 78 cells credible at 95 %. Multi-group CFA fit: chisq(2093) = 19447, CFI = 0.776, TLI = 0.762, RMSEA
= 0.132, SRMR = 0.152. If the fit is below conventional cutoffs (CFI < .90 / RMSEA > .08), consider a partial-scalar refit in 08c with the
worst-fitting intercepts freed across countries. N = 78.


